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Diffuse intrinsic pontine glioma  (DIPG) is the most deadly tumour 

of childhood with a lot of painful  and impairing symptoms  at the 

end of life . Introduction of specialised paediatric palliative 

care (PPC) team seem to remain challenging even if studies 
demonstrate the benefit of early PPC integration in oncology.
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French paediatric neuro-
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and attitude towards 
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specifically their  early 
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Results

Conclusion

The majority of paediatric oncologists acknowledge that children with 

little chance of recovery would benefit from specialised PPC team 

approach as soon as they are diagnosed. However, in DIPG, a gap is 

remaining between identifying a PC situation  and the introduction of a 
PPC team.

Generally speaking, when do you think is the appropriate 

time to discuss PPC?

Absence of a curative treatment; n=8
After failure of a specific treatment such as a clinical trial; n=6
After failure of standard treatment; n=2

n = 8

Is the term palliative care 

a barrier to the 

introduction of PC, in your 

opinion?

Regarding DIPG, do you think it is a palliative situation 

from the moment of diagnosis? 

9
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1 Yes

No

No answer
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2 1 Totally agreee

Agree

Mainly disagree

Totally disagree

Do you talk about palliative care as soon as 

the diagnosis is made?

Always; 2

Sometimes; 
7

Often; 7

Never; 4
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